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April 20, 2011 
 
Dear Parents, 

Tonight and together, we begin the process of CHArting the Future of Chatsworth Hills Academy for our 
students and generations of students to come.   
 
With almost 35 years of quality education and community 
spirit to reflect upon, CHA is proud of its history and the 
staff, students, and parents who have made such an impact 
on our school. Now CHA is looking toward its future, a 
future that creates a lasting legacy, honors the history of 
CHA, celebrates its traditions and builds a strong academic 
foundation.  
 
As CHA’s reputation for quality education grows in esteem, it's only fitting that the physical building 
follows suit. In order to house our remarkable future, CHA today embarks on an exciting project: 
creating a new campus that will enable our faculty and students to thrive on the cutting edge of 
academia and experience learning through the techniques and technologies that will transform their 
future.  
 
We invite you to join us on that journey, creating the state-of-the-art facilities required for the next 
generation of CHA students to imagine, to build and to lead. We’ll finally be able to chart our own 
destiny.  
 
The Board of Trustees and administration of Chatsworth Hills Academy have been working diligently 
since early 2010 to identify, evaluate, and negotiate in good faith all feasible property scenarios. As a 
result of this tremendous groundwork, we have concluded that if CHA is to strengthen its position as 
one of the area’s top private schools, it must provide an environment that will prepare students to 
meet increasing educational demands and the challenges of 21st century technology.  
 
Chatsworth Hills Academy has played a vital role in setting thousands of students on a path of 
excellence. It has given students an excellent education, provided a value system that has defined 
their lives, and created wonderful memories of good friends and dedicated, supportive teachers and 
staff.  And now, we begin the work of providing a revolutionary new campus that will ensure that these 
traditions continue for future generations. 
Sincerely,  
 

                
Ann Gillinger             Victor Cosentino 
Head of School     President, Board of Trustees 

“Building a new facility 
enables us to chart our 
own destiny.” 
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MOVING FORWARD  
CHA needs a facility that matches the excellence of our academic 
programs and educational approach. This is a natural part of CHA’s 
evolution and serves to further our mission of creating a unique 
educational institution in which to provide our students with an optimal, 
safe learning environment that encourages students to become 
independent and responsible learners. 

Work will be phased, so that the new facility will be constructed while allowing the existing school to 
remain in operation until completion of the new school. 
 
The new CHA campus will house state-of-the-art classrooms, a media center/library, a 
cafeteria/auditorium, fine arts and music facilities, athletic fields, and more. Our new building, which 
leaves behind the outdated facilities on what is now the upper campus, will be approximately 21,000 
square feet. 
 
Features include: 
 

• Unique design to complement the natural surroundings 

• Large open areas, with ample community space and feel 

• Emphasis on natural light inside classrooms 

• Approximately 17 large classrooms designed specifically for preschool, kindergarten, and lower 
and middle school curricula 

• A protected, intimate kindergarten play area and a dedicated fenced preschool play zone 

• A state of the art Media Library 

• Two middle-school regulation size hard courts 

• Top quality electrical and mechanical systems, designed to offer high energy efficiency 

• Centrally located faculty work rooms and conference areas  

• Ceiling-mounted projectors in each classroom, and state-of-the-art technology throughout the 
entire building 

• A large multipurpose room that can be used for music, drama, and community gatherings for up 
to 250 people 

• Full accommodation of staff parking and parent drop-off on site with improved separation and 
circulation patterns 

• Full ADA compliance 
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18 MONTHS OF RESEARCH AND PLANNING 
Planning group of Trustees, Administrators and Parents 

• Scott Alberts 

• Bruce Bailey 

• Michelle Baron 

• Daniel Bernstein 

• David Bobrosky 

• Victor Cosentino 

• Jennifer de Caussin 

• Tim Gerrity 

• Ann Gillinger 

• Don Measures 

• Erich Miller 

• Kathy Nikolai 

• Scott Rabin 

• Pete Robbins 

• Angie Roman 

• Peter Schifrin 

• Chris Stickney 

• Bill Summers 

• Bill Prescott 

• Paulette Collins 

• Nancy Salyers 
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THE FUTURE 
 

 

“CHA will be building a 
new facility on what is 
currently the lower 
campus, on land that we 
own, land where we can 
chart our own future.”
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THE NEW WORLD 
How your child will benefit 

  
The new campus will feature state-of-the-art education resources  
Building a brand new school on what is now the lower campus will provide CHA students access to the 
same or better state-of-the-art learning environment found at other private schools nationwide. 
Students attending school in the new facility will benefit from better classrooms, modern science labs, 
computer access, specialized learning resources, and unique recreational opportunities that can only 
be provided in a new school campus.  
 
The new campus will provide a safe, healthy environment for teaching 
and learning  
A safe, healthy environment plays a critical role in student achievement. The new CHA campus will 
provide a comfortable, secure learning environment for all students and teachers. The new school will 
maximize natural indoor lighting, optimize indoor air quality and circulation, and maximize outdoor 
amenities. Investments in modern features will enable students and teachers to focus on what’s most 
important – delivering the best possible education.  
 
The new campus will reduce maintenance costs and save money  
Operational savings from the new facility will allow CHA to focus spending on actual education costs. 
Funding currently spent on leaky roofs and heating — on buildings that are not owned by CHA — will be 
redirected toward curricular goals.  
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GETTING ON BOARD 
How to get involved 
 
There are many ways to help! The process of building a new facility for our school requires partnership 
with the staff, parents, students, and members of the community who are committed to improving the 
lives of children, their families, and the larger society. We hope – and anticipate – that every CHA 
family will be involved. 
 
 
Join the capital campaign committee 
An important way that you can help support CHArting the Future is by joining the upcoming capital 
campaign committee.  If you are interested in getting involved on this level, please contact Jennifer de 
Caussin, chair of the capital campaign committee.  The capital campaign committee will be looking for 
active volunteers to help out with the planning and implementation of our capital campaign. 
 
 
Consider a Donation 
Donations to CHA are always accepted and gratefully appreciated. If you are interested in helping us 
make our dream of a new campus a reality, please consider some of the different ways to give, listed 
below. 
 
 
Naming Opportunities 
Several naming opportunities will be announced soon by the capital campaign committee. 
 
 
Ways to give 

• Direct Donations 
• Employer Matching Gifts 
• Workplace Giving Program 
• Planned Giving 
• Charitable Bequests 
• Donations of Stock 
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FAQ  
 
How will construction affect drop-off and pickup?  
As we get closer to the start of construction, we will work with the contractor and architects to ensure 
that construction does not interfere with drop-off or pickup of students. 
 
What if my child is concerned about changes on campus?  
CHA students are future leaders. Throughout their lives, as leaders, they're going to be dealing with 
change. Change is part of life. CHArting the Future presents yet another way for us to incorporate real-
life situations into our teaching environment. That’s something we're known for. 
 
Won’t construction be loud and disruptive? 
Our plan calls for students to stay in their existing classrooms throughout almost all of the 
construction. We anticipate that most students will remain atop the hill, while construction is far 
removed, down the hill. If it becomes necessary to relocate a classroom, we will.  
 
How will this affect the quality of education?  
We've got a great school and terrific faculty. The new school enables us to be EVEN BETTER. We get to 
build a state-of-the-art facility and bring our academics and our culture into it.  
 
How will this affect the cost of tuition?  
The new campus will not be funded through a tuition rate increase. Tuition at CHA is far less than at 
most other quality, independent schools in the area. Your local alternatives could cost you $10,000 
more than CHA over the next two years. We are committed to maintaining reasonably priced tuition 
and remaining cost-competitive so that you can be one of the families inaugurating our new campus. 
 
Will the new school accommodate more students and classrooms? 
We believe that the new facility will lead to greater enrollment, yet our plan is to have approximately 
the same maximum capacity we have today and to maintain small class sizes.  We believe that smaller 
schools ensure the close-knit relationship between students, teachers and staff.  This relationship is an 
essential component of an excellent education.  
 
How will children of different ages mix on the new campus?  
Just like now, different age groups will have their own community areas and their own schedules. 
 
Why should I invest in this campaign? My child will graduate before the project is 
complete. 
Nearly 35 years ago a handful of parents came together and founded CHA. They dug the foundations 
where many of the buildings sit today and created the play yards and roads that we still use. They 
taught the classes and they ran the offices. Those parents then helped the school transition from a 
startup to our present organization with highly skilled, professional administrators and faculty. 
Throughout these years, our families consistently have helped move the school forward, with one eye 
on the present and one on the future. In the early 2000’s many families, some of whom have since seen 
their children graduate, contributed to the purchase of the lower campus and improvements including 
the sports field. The children in our school today are the beneficiaries of years of effort by parents  
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whose children have graduated long ago. Regardless of the current grade level of your child, your 
participation in this tradition is vital. Your belief in the CHA mission was part of what led you to choose 
this school for your children. You now have the opportunity to reinforce that choice with a gift that 
reflects your continuing commitment to our goals and values. A gift to this campaign will ensure CHA’s 
strength and success in the future. 
 
Is CHA in trouble?  
No. Building a new state-of-the-art school shows that we're preparing for the future. With our Board 
and our staff, we’re fortunate to have strong leadership that is helping us preserve our legacy and 
build an even brighter future.  
 
I’m worried about my child’s safety during construction. 
Nothing is more important to us than the health of your children.  Remember that most members of 
the Board and several of the administrators have children and grandchildren in this school. The project 
team, including building committee, staff, and the general contractor, will ensure that construction 
site security is maintained and tools and materials are inaccessible to students and the general public. 
Contractors will strictly observe Los Angeles County Municipal Codes regulating construction hours, and 
we will continue to fully comply with all health and safety regulations. 
 
I’m sad that we’re losing the current CHA campus.  
We understand. But our legacy isn't the campus – it's our traditions, it's our teachers, it's our families 
and it’s our commitment to excellence in education. And all of that carries on with a new campus that 
we actually get to design so that it works better with the land. 
 
Where will the funding come from?  
A combination of bond financing and fund raising. A bond will cover a large part of construction, and 
can be repaid by savings when the building is operational and we no longer have to pay rent. The 
remainder will come from tax-deductible donations from people who care about their role in CHA and 
its legacy. It’s not every day that people get the opportunity to be a founder of a new school, with 
their name on a plaque at the entrance for all to see.  
 
What should I say if other parents talk to me about this?  
Tell them you’re excited – we are. If they have questions, please let Ann know so that she can answer 
every single one of them in an informed and enlightening way. We want to keep our community 
together so that all of us can enjoy and appreciate our new school.  
 

 
HOW CAN I LEARN MORE? 
Frequent updates will be available at http://www.chaschool.org/CHArtingTheFuture.  This will include 
project milestones, photos, alerts, and public meeting information. 
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FURTHER QUESTIONS? 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact: 
 
Ann Gillinger, Head of School 
(818) 998-4037 
ann.gillinger@chaschool.org 
 
Victor Cosentino, President, Board of Trustees 
vjcosentino@earthlink.net 
 
Scott Rabin, Chair, CHArting the Future  
scott.rabin@sbcglobal.net 






